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The General Accounting Office has completed a review of the 
proctirement of ground support equIpmeat (GSE) for the Saturn S-II Pro- 
gram This review was conducted at the Space Dlvls-Lon of the North 
American Rockwell Corporation (NARC), Downey, Calrfornra, and the 
PIarshalL Space Flight Center (MSFCI, HuntsvllLe, AlaSama 

The National Aeronautics and Space Admlnlstratlon (NASA) was 
previously furnished with a detailed summary of our tentative flndlngs 
and conclusions. This document served as the basis for dn exit confer- 
ence at HASA Headquarters In August 1968 

After glvrng conslderatlon to certain addrtronal InformatIon Eur- 
n1shc.d as a result of the exit conferences with NASA and with zhe 
contractor, and in view of the current llmlted GSE procurement actlvlty 
under the Saturn S-11 Program, we ace not olannlng any further reporting 
0L this ida:cer, However, we have certain views that we belleve should 
be brought to your attention. 

In our review we fourd that certain items of GSE were acquired to 
support the Saturn S-11 Program, although progrm changes had occurred 
oc aLternatl\es were avalLable which seemed 'co Irake the acqulsltlon 
mneces sary D 1~ appears to us chat, rf these program changes and alter- 
natnves hal been fully considered, the quantltles of Items acquired 
could have been reduced and cost savings would have resulted We have 
speclr‘lc reference to iz*,e P-7-35, tank serulc-Lng mechanism, the SDD-IA3, 
tark entry protectlon roo'i1, and the SDD-266, lnterlm propellant urlll- 
zation valve control console, which were among tbe items discussed at 
the eat conference 

RLttlo3gh zbere appears to be notkng that can be done at this time 
5'0 effect sclch savings In the Saturn S-11 Program, In view of the preseni 
status of the program, we are brlnglqg the matter to your attention 
fclr copslc?eczCion In con?nctlon with ottier cclrrent or EutUie programs 
LO CiilCl It may bz app?rcaole, 
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We appreciate the cooperation given to our representatives during 
the review. A copy of thus letter 1s also being sent to NARC 

Sincerely yours, 

Norton E Henlg 1 
AssIstant Illrector 

The HonorabLe Thomas 0 Paine 
Admlnlstrator, National Aeronautics 

and Space Admlnlstratxon 




